
    On 22nd April 2019, a second meeting with the Batu Caves 
Scientific Expedition participants was held at the Malaysian 
Nature Society headquarters to report on the  progress of 
the expedition. Twenty people attended the meeting       
comprising the participants of the Batu Caves Scientific 
Expedition and Malaysian Karst Conservancy (MCKC)    
members. The meeting was chaired by MCKC president, Dr. 
Zubaid Akbar Mukhtar Ahmad.  
 The meeting began with a report from the flora 
group on non – vascular plants. Dr Yong Kien Thai reported 
his team collected more than 100 samples, of about 30    
different species of mosses and liverworts, from 6 different 
trips to different sites. All species of liverwort collected from 
the survey are new to Batu Caves. One of the moss species 
found has been reported for Peninsular Malaysia in 1981, but  
no reference sample was collected until this survey. This 
collection is important because it confirms the presence of 
this species in Peninsular Malaysia. For vascular plants, Dr. 
Khadijah from the MNS flora group reported that they have 
recorded 150 plant species. At the Damai area, her team also 
found Asplenium polyodon which is considered at risk. Dr 
Ruth from the Forest Research Insititute Malaysia (FRIM) 
updated their last visit to the Temple Cave to collect       
Epithema parvibracteatum for tissue culture. This species 
grows on the rock scree below the skylight at the back of the 
Temple Cave. The latter species has not been seen for some 
years and is endemic to Peninsular Malaysia and is only 
known from Batu Caves. 
 Five surveys have been conducted for birds at 
Batu Caves by Dr. Rosli Omar and Mike Chong. Mike Chong  
made 2 trips with Rosli around the base of the hill and have 
recorded 27 bird species from 14 families including 2     
migrants. Most birds recorded are open country species.  
The surveys have mostly been conducted around the base 
of the limestone massif with one survey on the hill. Dr Rosli 
also made 4 trips and recorded 19 butterfly species and one 
of it is an alien species, Dryas iulia said to have escaped 
from a butterfly farm in Thailand. It could be of concern 
because it is an aggressive species. In addition, it feeds on 
Passiflora which is common on fences and can be expected 
to increase.   
 Dr. Lim Teck Wyn gave an update on his cave 
roach research. Dr Juliana Senawi reported that the bat team 
did sampling at 4 caves. Two bat species were found at  
Belah Cave which are Hipposiderus diadema and            
Hipposideros armiger. Only one species, Taphozous      
melanopogon was found roosting in Fig Tree Cave. In    
Ichibawa Cave, three bat species were found which are   
Hipposideros cineraceus, Rosettus leschenaultii and     
Emballonoura monticola while two bat species found at 

Cilipadi Cave, namely Eonycteris speleae and Taphozous 
melanopogon. Dr Lim Lee Sim also updated on her visit to 
Pandan Cave and Gallery cave. She has collected bat     
echolocation calls at Pandan Cave and is still analysing the 
data. Dr. Ros Fatihah reported on her recent trip to the 
Damai area where she found wild boar Sus sp molar and 
mentioned that the Ichibawa cave is a good cave for       
Quaternary paleontology studies. She also mentioned that a  
fossilized honeybee comb possibly from the late Cenozoic 
Cave Deposits at Batu Caves, that was found by Stauffer in 
the 1970s and previously  misplaced has been found in the 
Universiti Malaya geology department. Dr Ros will do U 
series age determination on the associated sediment sample 
to get an accurate age of the honey comb fossil.  
 Dr Atiqah provided updated progress reports on 
behalf of participants who could not attend the meeting.  Dr 
Atiqah has collected bat ectoparasite samples and handed 
them to Dr Low Van Lun for further identification. Dr. Atiqah 
also updated Dr Choong’s research progress on Odonata 
and reported a survey was conducted at aquatic habitats 
(drains and ponds) around Gua Damai. Eighteen species of 
Odonata were recorded, of which 4 were damselflies and 14  
dragonflies and all the species recorded are common    
species. Dr Atiqah also conveyed the progress report from 
Dr. Teo Eng Wah (Vincent) on herpetofauna from the first 
survey  conducted on 20th April. Dr. Vincent never encoun-
tered any snakes. However based on sighting reports from 
Zarris Kem, Cheah Yih Horng and Jepun, nine snake species 
were identified by Dr. Teo through photos, namely, Reticulat-
ed Python (Python recticulatus), Bronzeback (Dendralaphis 
sp.), Brown Kukri Snake (Oligodon purpurascens), Pink 
Headed Reed Snake (Calamaria schlegeli), Wagler’s Pit Viper 
(Tropidolaemus wagleri), Malayan Racer (Coelognathus 
flavolineatus), Ridley’s Cave Racer (Othriophis taeniurus 
ridleyi), Banded Coral Snake (Calliophis intestinalis) and 
Keeled Ratsnake (Ptyas carinata). Besides snakes one Spiny
-tailed Gecko (Hemidactylus frenatus) and one Changeable 
Lizard (Calotes versicolor) as well as two amphibians which 
are Asian Common Toad (Duttaphrynus melanostictus) and 
Asian Grass Frog (Fejervarya limnocharis) were noted 
around Damai. Also spotted was the common palm civet on 
the way to Ichibawa Cave.   
 The primate group will start their sampling in May 
and the serow research team from PERHILITAN will remove 
the camera traps in June for analysis. The Batu Caves   
Scientific Expedition is progressing well and is generating 
important data which will be useful for conservation       
management purposes. 
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Dr Yong  collecting moss samples 
(Photo by Nuratiqah AR) 

Bat research team installing harp trap 
(Photo by Nuratiqah AR) 

 MNSSB flora team observing plants  at the burnt area 
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Dr Ruth & Joanne  from FRIM collecting  samples 
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PERHILITAN serow team  installing camera trap 
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Rare plant: Beaumontia murtonii 
(Photo by Nuratiqah AR) 

Herb: Elephant Yam 
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Endemic:  Epithema parvibracteatum 
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Bat : Rousettus leschenaultii 
(Photo by Nuratiqah AR) 

Bat : Emballonoura monticola 
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Four - lined tree frog 
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Ischnura senengalensis in mating position . 
The top individual is male and the bottom 

individual is female. 
(Photo by C.Y. Choong) 

A pig 3rd Molar 
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Bat : Taphozous melanopogon 
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Photos taken during the 2nd progress meeting with the Batu 
Caves Scientific Expedition participants at Malaysian Nature 

Society (MNS) headquarters 
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